Prophylactic mezlocillin-netilmicin combination in permanent transvenous cardiac pacemaker implantation: a single-center, prospective, randomized study.
A prospective, randomized study was carried out in order to assess the efficacy and safety of the mezlocillin-netilmicin combination in the prophylaxis of first permanent transvenous cardiac pacemaker implantation. Five hundred and fifty-two consecutive patients were randomly administered either 2 g mezlocillin and 200 mg netilmicin both as an i.v. bolus before implantation or 2g mezlocillin before and then 6 and 12 hours after surgery and 200 mg netilmicin before and then 12 hours after implantation. No adverse events were seen. Neither pocket nor electrode infections were observed in the 457 subjects still alive (mean follow-up: 29.2 months) or in patients who died after 1 year of follow-up (mean follow-up: 20.1 months) or before this time (mean follow-up: 4.7 months). The serum and pocket concentrations of mezlocillin and netilmicin at the end of surgery were found to be adequate to cover microorganisms that most often cause infections, including methicillin-resistant staphylococci.